REX WHISTLER
consequence, or staying at Balmoral (where, on arrival, he
promptly settled himself down in Queen Victoria's chair, in
which no-one had been permitted to sit since her death, and
when I hastily but quietly remonstrated, saying, "Rex!
That's Queen Victoria's chair, and no-one is allowed to occupy
it! ", answered defiantly, presuming it to be a joke, e< Non-
sense, Osbert! "); Rex at hotels and inns, motoring round
Rome, or at the Station Hotel at Inverness, where after dinner
he drew caricatures for an hour, altering one person into
another with a superb ingenuity, or having luncheon at an
inn on the Great North Road, and observing with fascination
and intentness a ferocious row that had broken out between a
butcher, who had dropped in with a female friend for a meal,
and the proprietor (the culmination came when the butcher,
who possessed the bulk and powerful physique of his trade,
rose from his chair, till he towered above the inn-keeper, a
spindly little man who most elaborately presented himself as
a character, sportingly rigged out in stock-tie, riding breeches,
gaiters, check coat, riding crop and straw-in-the-mouth, and,
glaring down at him like the Chinese God of War, roared out,
" If it weren't for this lady being present, I'd throw you, you
little beggar, through your own plate-glass window "); or Rex
catching a train in a whirl of lost and last moments. Or I
catch a glimpse of him again at Renishaw, whither we had
arrived by motor from Scotland late at night, beginning, about
midnight, to rearrange the furniture in the Great Drawing-
Room, and, in spite of the fatigue engendered by a long journey,
staggering about under the immense weight of a Roman baby
in marble which he had moved, and for which he was now
unable to find a place.
In addition to these and innumerable other images of him,
the name Rex spelt an infinite charm to which all responded.
So greatly overworked, so often wrongly applied has been this
word, that its use is apt now almost to colour its subject un-
pleasantly, yet here it has to be employed, for no other noun
suffices. In this instance, the charm was genuine and spon-
taneous, composed of warring factors, of a defensive carapace
of apparent vagueness, which we will later analyse, and of an
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